
IS 433: Community-Based Archives
SYLLABUS
Tuesdays, 9:00 to 12:20
SEIS 111
Spring 2025
Professor Michelle Caswell

caswell@gseis.ucla.edu 

Moore Hall 3022
Office Hours: Tuesday afternoons 12:30 to 2:30 by appointment. Please email to set up appointment. 
Michelle’s Personal Zoom Meeting Room: https://ucla.zoom.us/j/3233109409
Special Readers:
Course Description and Objectives:
The course will build student understanding of and experience working with communities on the development of strategies for documenting their activities; managing, collecting, and preserving community records and other historical and cultural materials; and exploring theoretical and practical issues related to community archives. This course will require students to reflect critically upon questions that might arise as part of their engagement with community-based archival initiatives, including the following:

· What is a community?

· What are community-based archives, how do they differ from other kinds of archives, and what rationales underpin their existence?

· How do different communities conceive of records and archives?

· In what ways are historical narratives and archival efforts political endeavors?

· Why is it important for communities to engage in their own memory and recordkeeping projects?

· Who is best qualified to engage in such projects? 

· Are community archives sustainable over the long-term?

· Where should community archives best be kept, preserved, and made accessible? 

· What kinds of relationships exist or might be possible between community archives and mainstream collecting repositories? What might be parameters of ethical, community-centric participatory projects?

· How can a community acquire the resources necessary to maintain its own archives?  Is long term sustainability and maintenance even the most important consideration in some cases? What are the political implications of obtaining and sustaining such resources?

· What is the relationship between community archives and liberatory archives? 
By the end of this course, students should be able to:

· Understand and articulate different notions of communities and the role of records in shaping communities
· Identify and discuss relevant protocols, agreements, and ethical requirements related to community engagement

· Develop a strategy for building, supporting, and sustaining a specific community-based archive

· Evaluate the benefits and costs of developing a community-specific strategy for transferring community materials to institutions

· Identify funding sources and fiscal strategies for community archives

· Identify community-centric methods for archival appraisal, description, access and outreach

Course grade breakdown:
Class attendance and participation:   



15%
Short Reflection paper #1:




15%

Short Reflection paper #2:




15%
Final proposal:





5%
Final presentation (group or individual): 


10%

Final project:






40%
Total: 







100%
Attendance

Showing up to class is essential. We all have complicated lives. Missing one session will not result in any point deductions. There will be a sign-in sheet at the start of each class to keep track of attendance. If you are ill, please do not come to class; let the Special Readers know via email.
Short Reflection Paper #1: Due Week 4 (April 22), 15%
For this assignment, you will write a 3-5-page double-spaced paper on a core concept (identity, community, representation, for example) that synthesizes ideas from the readings so far and makes an argument based on your own critical reflection of at least three readings. Please pick one of the following questions to answer.
· What is a community archive?

· What is the relationship between identity and community archives?

· What role does essentialism play in community archives?

· How is representation in archives important? 

· How does affect impact community archives?

· What is autonomy and how is it expressed in community archives?

· Do community archives challenge dominant archival theory and practice and if so, how? (Read ahead to Week 5 if you choose to answer this question.)
· Are community archives inherently liberatory? Why/how or why/how not? (You should read ahead to Week 6-7 if you choose to answer this question.)
Short Reflection Paper #2: Due Week 6 (May 6), 15%
For this option, you will visit a local community archives in person and write a 3-5 page double-spaced paper that reflects critically on the site you visited, putting the community archives into the context of the literature and class discussion so far. You may write about the sites of the field trips that have been arranged for class or you may visit a community archives on your own. Your reflection should have a thesis statement/ make an argument, and cite and engage at least three readings from class. Questions you may address may include:

· How does this particular community archives site define and negotiate community?

· What is the relationship between community, identity and archives at this site?

· Is identity essentialist at this site? How or how not? How do you know?
· Why is remembering (or forgetting) important to this particular community?

· What practices does this particular community archives site engage in and how does this practice relate to dominant archival theory and practice?

· What is your positionality in relation to this community archives and how did that impact your visit?
· Does this community archives engage in liberatory practices? How or how not?

Proposal for final project (5%): Due Week 7, May 13. Submit an abstract of no more than 200 words of your proposed final project. If you are working as a group, submit only one abstract per group. The abstract should describe your chosen focus, describe concrete and achievable goals, explain how and why you will carry out the work, and describe how duties will be divided (if there is more than one member in the group). If you anticipate any particular issues arising, please also note those. 

Presentation on your final project (10%) PLEASE NOTE: class presentations will be Week 10, June 3. More detail about timing, etc. will be worked out in class and is dependent upon the numbers of presentations to be made. 

Final Project (40%). Due Tuesday, June 10 at 12 noon. 
Working alone or in groups, this assignment will take the form of a practical project working with or developing a blueprint for a particular community archive or new initiative within a community archives. You will each be expected to work approximately 20 hours (the equivalent in time if you were working on a research paper) on the community archives project of your choosing. The nature and scope of the projects will vary according to the community need but might include such activities as creating a plan for starting an archives, creating an inventory of archival materials in the community, conducting a preservation survey, developing archival policy statements, providing recommendations about how and where best to archive community materials, developing descriptive approaches for community materials, or making recommendations about digitization, website design or digital repatriation. Your final project will be the archival work itself (turned in in written form), together with a 1-2 page (double-spaced) paper reflecting on the project. 
A number of projects have been pre-arranged as possibilities for you, subject to change. Remote options will be made available, including writing grant proposals, developing how-to manuals for community archives, creating metadata on digitized items, etc. Details forthcoming.
Alternatively, you may already have relationships with a community archives and plans to work on projects. Please let the instructor know if you would like to recruit classmates for your project.

Late Policy: Notify professor and special readers ASAP via email if there is an emergency or any extenuating circumstances that make it difficult for you to meet deadlines. If you are not granted a penalty-free extension, late work will decrease one letter grade for each week it is late. Work not submitted by June 13 at 5pm will receive an Incomplete. 
Assignments:

Details on individual assignments will be made available in class and on Bruin Learn. For all assignments, please use 1” margins, 12-point Time New Roman font, and Chicago Manual of Style footnote citations. 

Students with disabilities: 
If you wish to request an accommodation due to a suspected or documented disability, please inform your instructor and contact the UCLA Center for Accessible Education as soon as possible at A255 Murphy Hall, (310) 825-1501, (310) 206-6083 (telephone device for the deaf). Website: http://www.cae.ucla.edu/.
Expectations:

· Do all the readings and come prepared to discuss them. I know I have assigned a lot of readings. The only way you can become thoughtful practitioners is by reading a lot. Learn to enjoy it. Readings are front-loaded in the beginning of the quarter to give you time to work on your final projects and papers at the end of the quarter.
· Attend and participate in class discussions: Actively engage with course materials. Raise questions and contribute to classroom discussions. Education is not a spectator sport.
· This classroom is a collaborative laboratory. You are encouraged to expand your horizons, try out new ideas, and entertain other ways of seeing the world. You are encouraged to change your mind.
· Students are encouraged to discuss, debate, and disagree about key issues. Please be respectful. 
· Students should not engage in off-task activities during class online. Please do not text, check email or social media during class time. 
Readings:
All course material is available on Bruin Learn. Please look in two places on the Bruin Learn site for readings. Pdfs are under Files, then the folder for each week. Readings that are not pdfs but websites are all listed under Pages: Links to Readings Online (or you can just google them). 
SCHEDULE and BIBLIOGRAPHY
Week 1. April 1: Communities
Introductions. Course expectations. What constitutes a community? Who speaks for the community? What is community archiving? What might community archival materials be, who creates and preserves them, and for which audiences? What is a record? What is a community of records? Understanding the extent to which communities are mobilizing history as part of their existing activities or operations; coping with the shifting dynamics of communities and the politics of history.

· Andrew Flinn, Mary Stevens and Elizabeth Shepherd, “Whose Memories, Whose Archives? Independent Community Archives, Autonomy and the Mainstream.” Archival Science 9 (2009): 71-86.
· Michelle Caswell, “Introduction: Community Archives: Assimilation, Integration, or Resistance?” from Urgent Archives: Enacting Liberatory Memory Work (New York: Routledge), 2021 (available on BruinLearn). 
· Drake, Jarrett. “Seismic Shifts: On Archival Facts and Fictions.” Sustainable Futures Series, https://medium.com/community-archives/seismic-shifts-on-archival-fact-and-fictions-6db4d5c655ae
· Kayla T. Jackson, “From Mammy to Big Mama: Caring for Collections on Our Own Terms,” Collections: A Journal for Museum and Archives Professionals (2024): 1-15.
· KJ Rawson, “Archival Reckonings: Confronting White Supremacy in the Digital Transgender Archive,” The American Archivist 86 (2) (Fall/ Winter 2023): 
Week 2. April 8: Identities and Representation
How do community archives coalesce around identities and experiences? Whose identities? What is essentialism? How do community archives respond to diversity, tension, and debate within communities? How do community archives respond when identities shift? 
· Caswell, Michelle. “Inventing New Archival Imaginaries: Theoretical Foundations for Identity-Based Community Archives.” Identity Palimpsests (Los Angeles, CA: Litwin Books, 2014), 35-55.

· Caswell, Michelle. “Seeing Yourself in History: Community Archives in the Fight Against Symbolic Annihilation.” The Public Historian 36(4) November 2014: 26-37.
· Gracen Brilymer, Joyce Gabiola, Jimmy Zavala, Michelle Caswell, “Reciprocal Archival Imaginaries: The Shifting Boundaries of ‘Community’ in Community Archives.” Archivaria 88 (Fall 2019): 6-48.
· Paschild, Cristine. 2012. “Community Archives and the Limitations of Identity: Considering Discursive Impact on Material Needs.” American Archivist 75:1: 125-142.
· Gamson, Joshua. 1995. “Must Identity Movements Self-Destruct? A Queer Dilemma.” Social Problems 42 (3): 390–407. 

· Fujita-Rony, Dorothy. “Illuminating Militarized Rupture: Four Asian American Community-Based Archives,” Journal of Asian American Studies 23(1) (2020): 1-27. 
Week 3. April 15: Emotions and Bodies 

What are the affective dimensions of community archives? How do community archives respond to and incorporate emotions? How is this emotional element different from dominant archival practices? How do the emotions of the archivist come into play in community work?
· Samip Mallick and Nivetha Karthikeyan, “Introduction,” Our Stories: An Introduction to South Asian America (Philadelphia: SAADA, 2021). 

· Caswell, Michelle, Marika Cifor, and Mario H. Ramirez. “’To Suddenly Discover Yourself Existing’: Uncovering the Affective Impact of Community Archives.” The American Archivist 79 (Spring/ Summer 2016): 56-81. 
· Caswell, Michelle; Alda Allina Migoni; Noah Geraci; and Marika Cifor, “’To Be Able to Imagine Otherwise’: Community Archives and the Importance of Representation.” Archives and Records 38(1) (2016) (special issue on public history): 1-20.
· Sheffield, Rebecka Taves. “Archival Optimism, or, How to Sustain A Community Archives,” from Community Archives, Community Spaces, Jeannette Bastian and Andrew Flinn, Eds., (London: Facet, 2020), Chapter available on BruinLearn. 
· Jamie Lee, “Chapter Three: Bodies,” in Producing the Archival Body (Abingdon, Routledge, 2021), 92-109.
· Disability Archives Lab, Crip Futures Archive: https://disabilityarchiveslab.com/projects/#crip_futures. 

Week 4. April 22 
Short Reflection Paper #1 Due

[There will be optional field trips this week outside of class time.]
Conceptual Challenges to Dominant Theories and Practices
Implications of community archives for archival theory and practice; dominant archival concepts (e.g., original order, provenance, evidence, authenticity), and how community-centric perspectives problematize such concepts. 
· Cook, Terry. “Evidence, Memory, Identity, and Community: Four Shifting Archival Paradigms.” Archival Science 12 (2012).
· Drake, Jarrett. “Blood at the Root.” Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies 8. Article 6. 2021.

· Sutherland, Tonia. “Where There’s A Will: On Heir Property, African American Land Stories, and the Value of Oral Records in American Archives,” in Defining a Discipline (Chicago: Society of American Archivists, 2020), 238-255. 

· Tonia Sutherland and Alyssa Purcell, “A Weapon and a Tool: Decolonizing Description and Embracing Redescription as Liberatory Archival Praxis,” International Journal of Information, Diversity, and Inclusion 5(1) (2021): 

· Zavala, Jimmy; Alda Allina Migoni, Marika Cifor, Noah Geraci, and Michelle Caswell.““A Process Where We're All at the Table”: Community Archives Challenging Dominant Modes of Archival Practice.” Archives and Manuscripts 2017: 1-14.
· Wurl, Joel. “Ethnicity as Provenance: In Search of Values and Principles for Documenting the Immigrant Experience,” Archival Issues 29 no. 1 (2005): 65-76.
Week 5. April 29

Liberatory Memory Work 

What is liberation? How does it relate to emotion, identity, and activism? How do we get there through memory work? Are community archives liberatory?
· Chandre Gold and Verne Harris, “Memory for Justice,” https://www.nelsonmandela.org/uploads/files/MEMORY_FOR_JUSTICE_2014v2.pdf
· Doria Johnson, Jarrett Drake and Michelle Caswell, “From Cape Town to Chicago to Colombo and Back Again: Towards a Liberation Theology for Memory Work,” Reflections on the 2016 Mandela Dialogues, https://www.nelsonmandela.org/news/entry/reflections-from-the-2016-mandela-dialogues [SCROLL DOWN].

· Gabriel Solís, “Documenting State Violence: (Symbolic) Annihilation and Archives of Survival,” KULA: Knowledge Creation, Dissemination, and Preservation Studies 2 (2018), https://kula.uvic.ca/index.php/kula/article/view/113. 

· Gabriel Solis, “Reflections on Archives of Violence and Transformative Justice,” (2018), https://medium.com/community-archives/reflections-on-archives-of-violence-and-transformative-justice-87e813f310fe. 

· Michelle Caswell, Chapter 4, “Imagining Liberatory Memory Work” from Urgent Archives: Enacting Liberatory Memory Work (available on BruinLearn). 

Week 6. May 6 

Short Reflection Paper #2 Due
Projectpalooza (in preparation for project proposals due Week 7)

Positionality: Who should do what work about and for whom? 
· Gabriel Solís, “Fragile Evidence,” The Texas Observer December 8, 2021, https://www.texasobserver.org/fragile-evidence/. 

· Gabriel Solís, “The Pain Belongs to Us,” The Texas Observer, June 14, 2022, https://www.texasobserver.org/the-pain-belongs-to-us/
· Zakiya Colier et al, “Call to Action: Archiving State-Sanctioned Violence Against Black People,” https://medium.com/community-archives/call-to-action-archiving-state-sanctioned-violence-against-black-people-d629c956689a
· Rebecka Sheffield, “Introduction” in Documenting Rebellions: A Study of Four Lesbian and Gay Archives in Queer Times (Sacramento: Litwin Books, 2020): 1-20. 

· Brown, Elspeth. “Archival Activism, Symbolic Annihilation, and the LGBTQ2+ Community Archive.” Archivaria 89 (Spring 2020): 6-32.
· Ajamu X, Topher Campbell, Mary Stevens. “Love and Lubrication in the Archives, or rukus!: A Black Queer Archive for the United Kingdom,” Archivaria 68 (2010). 

Week 7: May 13 

Proposals for Final Projects Due
Cooperation, Partnerships, and the (Im)Possibility of Equity
“Handing over-handing on”; inter-institutional cooperation; bringing community-based archival material into another repository—fieldwork, building trust, donor agreements, appraisal/assigning value; transferring a collection, continuing relationships.  
· Elizabeth Joffrion and Natalia Fernandez, “Collaborations Between Tribal and Nontribal Organizations: Suggested Best Practices for Sharing Expertise, Cultural Resources, and Knowledge,” American Archivist 87:1 (Spring/ Summer 2015): 192-237.

· Stevens Mary, Andrew Flinn and Elizabeth Shepherd. “New Frameworks for Community Engagement in the Archives Sector: From Handing Over to Handing On International Journal of Heritage Studies 16 nos.1-2 (Jan-March, 2010): 59-76.
· Reciprocity in Research Records Collaborative (Jennifer Douglas; June Chow, Rachael Bradshaw, Samip Mallick, Nivetha (Niv) Karthikeyan, Bergis Jules, Gabriel Solis, Jane Field, Morris (Dino) Robinson, Patrisia Gonzales, Kathryn (Kat) Rodriguez, Joel A. Saldaña Perez, Anna Robinson-Sweet, Michelle Caswell), “’Come Correct or Don’t Come at All’: Building More Equitable Relationships Between Archival Studies Scholars and Community Archives.” White Paper. (December 2021). https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7v00k2qz
· University of California, Irvine, “Defining Community Centered-Archives Since 1987,” https://ocseaa.lib.uci.edu/community_archives 
· Nancy Liliana Godoy, “Community-Driven Archives: Conocimiento, Healing, and Justice,” Journal of Critical LIS 3 (2021): https://journals.litwinbooks.com/index.php/jclis/article/view/136. 
Week 8: May 20

Fiscal Sustainability

Sustainability: fundraising, budgeting, mutual aid, identifying funding agencies, writing grant proposals, working with donors, fiscal responsibility and sustainability, stewardship, community-based fundraising, philanthropic critiques and conundrums. 

· Klein, Kim. Fundraising for Social Change, 6th edition. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2011: 7-48; 75-102; 213-224; 251-260. 
· Mananzala, Rickke and Dean Spade. “The Nonprofit Industrial Complex and Trans Resistance,” Sexuality Research and Social Policy, 5, no.1 (March 2008) available via Social Science Research Network, http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1201022.
· Dean Spade, “Mutual Aid Is Essential to Our Survival No Matter Who Is in the White House,” Truth Out 2020, https://truthout.org/articles/mutual-aid-is-essential-to-our-survival-regardless-of-who-is-in-the-white-house/. (Excerpt from Mutual Aid: Building Solidarity During This Crisis and the Next (Verso Books, 2020)). 

· Michelle Caswell and Samip Mallick, “Against Precarity: Towards a Community-based Notion of Fiscal Responsibility,” https://medium.com/community-archives/against-precarity-towards-a-community-based-notion-of-fiscal-sustainability-815d1d889309
· Jules, Bergis. “Architecting Sustainable Futures,” February 2019, Report on Bruin Learn.

· Shift Collective, “Architecting Sustainable Futures Report: Getting Beyond Surviving to Thriving,” (2024), https://www.shiftcollective.us/library/p/2024-architecting-sustainable-futures-report, Report on BruinLearn.

Optional (examples of grant proposals):

· SAADA grant “Where We Belong” Pew Charitable Trust (2016), available on BruinLearn.
· SAADA prospectus, “Archival Creators Fellowship,” Mellon Foundation (2020), available on BruinLearn. 
Week 9. May 27 
There is no in-person class this day. There will be an asynchronous online forum on BruinLearn to discuss your final projects. Email Professor Caswell if you need an individual consultation about any road blocks or challenges.
Week 10.  June 3
PRESENTATIONS

Each individual or group will present on their final project on this day. We can learn so much from each other. 
FINAL PROJECTS DUE electronically by 12:00 PM noon PST June 10. No late work unless you have an emergency, please.  
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