
IS 289: Critical LIS Praxis
SYLLABUS
Winter 2024
Mondays 8:30 to 11:50 
Moore Hall 3140
Instructor: Professor Michelle Caswell

Catalog description:
Study addresses ways in which critical theory (defined broadly to include works of Marx, Frankfurt School, Foucault, deconstructionists, feminists, critical race theorists, and queer theorists, among others) can inform, challenge, transform, and re-envision LIS practice. Emphasis on critical discourse analysis and theory generation as research methods in LIS, with aim of developing critical praxis. Fulfills MLIS methods requirement.
Learning outcomes:

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
· Define and describe some key movements and terms within critical theory, including Foucauldian discourse analysis, post-colonialism, post-modernism, feminism, critical race theory, and queer theory.

· Be conversant in some canonical texts related to those schools of thought and be able to identify past lineages and future trajectories of those schools.
· Describe how various twentieth and twenty-first century theories have been taken up by LIS practitioners and scholars in information studies and how such theories have influenced the practice and scholarship of libraries, archives, and information more broadly, and the organization of information, construction of memory, debates over ownership and representation, and the library/archive/museum as cultural institution.
· Apply critical theory to their own research areas in LIS in order to generate new perspectives and ultimately, new theory.

· Craft an argument and write a convincing, well-supported scholarly paper based on such argument that applies and furthers some aspect of critical theory as it applies to LIS practice.

· Provide and incorporate useful and constructive feedback on critical and theoretical work to and from peers.
· Understand the peer-reviewed publication process and get experience giving constructive peer reviews. 
Course grade breakdown:
Class attendance, punctuality and participation:   


20%
Collaboratively leading discussion for one session: 


20%
Response paper to be workshopped in class: 



20%
Final paper:







40%
Total: 








100%

Session Structure

Each class session will be roughly structured as follows:

· The instructor will begin with a brief overview of key concepts and provide historical background and biographical information (including videos) that contextualize the readings.

· The students assigned for the day will lead a class discussion on the readings in which all students will participate.

· There will be a mid-class break.

· As a group, class will read the draft response paper(s) for the day and provide constructive and structured feedback for the blog’s authors.

· Some days will also include guest speakers, writing exercises, and brainstorming sessions, at the instructor’s discretion.
Leading Discussion

For one course session, you will be responsible for guiding the discussion of the readings, possibly with another classmate, depending on class size. Please come to class with a written set of key points from the readings (no more than one page) and a list of questions to distribute to your classmates in order to guide discussion. On the day you are leading discussion, the instructor will provide contextual background for the author(s) whose work we are discussing. If you are the discussion leader, you will be responsible to keep the conversation going, focused, and pertinent to the readings for the course discussion portion of the session. If you need further resources to help you decode the complex language of the assigned readings, please ask the instructor. 

There will be a sign up sheet on the first day of class.
Response Papers
For one session, you will be responsible for writing a response paper (roughly 3 double-spaced pages in length) that makes an argument about the week’s readings. It may answer one of the following questions: 
· How does this week’s reading relate to your own area of research or practice in LIS? 

· Do the readings for this week resonate with your own personal or professional experiences or not? How or how not? 

· What new avenues do this week’s readings open up for your own area of practice or research? 

· What perspectives are missing from this week’s readings? How can they be refined? Updated? Applied to another area? 
· What future directions might this week’s readings point towards? 
Response papers are meant to be smart but also informal. They must contain an argument as communicated in a thesis statement. Citations are expected, but a conversational tone is okay. First person writing is fine. 
On the day you have signed up to write a response paper, you will come to class with a copy of your response paper for all of the students in the class to distribute in class. We will then workshop the response paper in class. You will then have until the start of the next class session, Monday at 9am the following week, to make any changes you would like based on feedback and then hand your paper in via Bruin Learn. You may add significantly to your response paper based on the class discussion, including reflections that incorporate elements of the class discussion in relation to the assigned texts. 

There will be a sign up sheet on Bruin Learn on the first day of class for response papers dates.

Paper Proposal:

Due Week 7, February 19, posted to Bruin Learn by 11:30 am. Please note Feb. 19 is a holiday so you may hand it in at any time before if you do not want to work on a holiday. 
You will write a formal proposal for your final paper. Details in class.

Final Paper (15-20 double-spaced pages): 

Final papers Due: By 12 PM PST March 18 via BruinLearn.
For this assignment, you are to write a paper that applies some aspect of critical theory (broadly defined) to an issue in LIS that interests you. The idea is to pick one critical theorist (from class or elsewhere—ask the instructor if you are unsure) and address how this theory has theoretical or practical implications for LIS work. The paper should reflect your own interests. Your work should be thorough and scholarly, drawing upon appropriate theoretical, historical, cultural, or other texts as appropriate to reinforce your argument. Grading will be based on critical analysis and reflection, relevance of the topic to the course, integration of written references from information studies and other journals, and written quality. Please note: It is often better to pick a very narrow topic and say a lot then to pick a broad topic and say a little. Make sure your paper addresses issues related to critical theory and LIS. If you have questions about this paper or would like to brainstorm for ideas, please contact the instructor; I LOVE talking about research, so don’t hesitate. We will use The Craft of Research exercises to brainstorm ideas, structure arguments, find supporting evidence, etc. This paper can be used to fulfill the major paper requirement for MLIS portfolios. 
Some hypothetical examples of possible paper topics:

· Facebook’s Privacy Policy as Foucauldian Panopticon
· Towards an Abolitionist Framework for Public Library Outreach to Prison Libraries
· Using Queer Theory to Organize Against Challenges to Drag Queen Story Hour
Assignments:

Details on individual assignments will be made available in class and on Bruin Learn. For all assignments, please use 1” margins, 12-point Time New Roman font, and Chicago Manual of Style footnote citations. 

Students with disabilities: 
If you wish to request an accommodation due to a suspected or documented disability, please inform your instructor and contact the UCLA Center for Accessible Education as soon as possible at A255 Murphy Hall, (310) 825-1501, (310) 206-6083 (telephone device for the deaf). Website: http://www.cae.ucla.edu/.
Expectations:

· Adequate preparation: You are expected to complete required readings each week and be able to discuss them and raise questions about issues you do not understand. I know I have assigned a lot of readings. The only way you can become thoughtful researchers and practitioners is by reading a lot. Get into it. 
· Some of the readings for this course are notoriously difficult. (No one understands Foucault the first time around.) There is no need for anyone to be intimidated by any text. It is not expected that you will understand 100% of the readings. It is expected that you will try to understand them. Bring your questions, issues, and frustrations with the readings to class. We will work through them as a group but you are expected to have done the prep work beforehand. 
· Attendance and punctuality. We only meet 8 times this quarter because of holidays. Please try to attend all course sessions and do not miss class unless there is an emergency or you feel ill. Please do not come to class if you feel ill. If you feel ill, take the day off and let the instructor know via email. Otherwise, I will expect you to attend, be on time, and participate. 
· Participation in class discussions: Actively engage with course materials. Raise questions and contribute to classroom discussions. Education is not a spectator sport. Active participation is key. Please speak in class! Please pay attention when your classmates speak. 
· Do not text, surf the internet, check email, etc. during class time. I expect you to be focused and offline during class. We have a rare opportunity to give each other full attention for 3.5 hours a week. Let’s use it! 
· This classroom is a collaborative laboratory. You are encouraged to expand your horizons, try out new ideas, and entertain other ways of seeing the world. You are encouraged to change your mind. Students are encouraged to discuss, debate, and disagree about key issues. Please be respectful of each other, even when we disagree. 
Books:
The following books are required:
· Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research, Fourth Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016. (Also available digitally via UCLA Libraries)
· Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish and The Birth of the Prison, New York: Vintage Books, 1995. (Also available scanned at: https://monoskop.org/images/4/43/Foucault_Michel_Discipline_and_Punish_The_Birth_of_the_Prison_1977_1995.pdf) 
· Dan Hicks, The Brutish Museums: The Benin Bronzes, Colonial Violence, and Cultural Restitution (New York: Pluto Press, 2021). (Also available for download here—you will need the UCLA Library VPN:
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv18msmcr)

· Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples (Zed Books, any year edition). (Also available scanned here:
https://nycstandswithstandingrock.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/linda-tuhiwai-smith-decolonizing-methodologies-research-and-indigenous-peoples.pdf)

· Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (Boston: Beacon Press, 1995). (Available here: http://www.metodos.work/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Michel-Rolph-Trouillot-Silencing-the-Past_-Power-and-the-Production-of-History-20th-Anniversary.pdf)

· Mariame Kaba, We Do This Till We Free Us: Abolitionist Organizing and Transformative Justice (Chicago, IL: Haymarket Books, 2021). THIS BOOK IS NOT AVAILABLE DIGITALLY FOR FREE. 
This book is recommended and available to download for free:

· Sofia Leung and Jorge Lopez-McKnight, “Introduction: This Is Only the Beginning,” in Knowledge Justice: Disrupting Library and Information Studies through Critical Race Theory (Cambridge: MIT, 2021)

https://direct.mit.edu/books/oa-edited-volume/5114/Knowledge-JusticeDisrupting-Library-and 

All other course material is available on the Bruin Learn site.
SCHEDULE and BIBLIOGRAPHY
Week 1. January 8
What is critical theory? What is praxis? Why does critical theory matter to LIS? 
(If you can only read two articles for the first session, read the first two.)

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer, “The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception,” 1944, http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/adorno/1944/culture-industry.htm
Hudson, David James. “The Whiteness of Practicality.” In Topographies of Whiteness: Mapping Whiteness in Library and Information Studies, edited by Gina Schlesselman-Tarango, 203-234. Sacramento: Library Juice Press, 2017. https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10214/11619/Hudson_Whiteness_Of_Practicality_IR_r1.pdf?sequence=6

Michelle Caswell, Ricky Punzalan and T-Kay Sangwand, “Critical Archival Studies: An Introduction.” Journal of Critical Library and Information Studies 2 (2017), http://libraryjuicepress.com/journals/index.php/jclis/article/view/50.

Sofia Leung and Jorge Lopez-McKnight, “Introduction: This Is Only the Beginning,” in Knowledge Justice: Disrupting Library and Information Studies through Critical Race Theory (Cambridge: MIT, 2021):1-39. 
Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016, 1-26.
Week 2. January 15
MLK DAY, no class.

Week 3. Jan. 22 

Discourse, Discipline, Race and Surveillance 
Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish and The Birth of the Prison, New York: Vintage Books, 1995, “Part Three: Discipline,” 135-228.
Simone Browne, Dark Matters: On the Surveillance of Blackness (Durham: Duke University Press, 2015), 1-62.
Melissa Adler, “Disciplining Knowledge at the Library of Congress,” Knowledge Organization 39(5). 

Gillian Rose, “Discourse Analysis I and II” in Visual Methodologies: 3rd Edition (Sage: Thousand Oaks, CA) 2012: Chapters 8 and 9, p. 189-260.
Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016, 29-63.
Week 4. January 29 Whose Cultural Property? Whose “Universal” Collections? 
Dan Hicks, The Brutish Museums: The Benin Bronzes, Colonial Violence, and Cultural Restitution (New York: Pluto Press, 2021). (The whole book, but especially 1-151; 178-193; 209-242.)
David J. Hudson, “On Dark Continents and Digital Divides: Information Inequality and the Reproduction of Racial Otherness in Library and Information Studies,” Journal of Information Ethics, 25, no. 1: 62-80.
Caswell, Michelle. “‘Thank You Very Much, Now Give Them Back’: Cultural Property and the Fight Over the Iraqi Baath Party Records,” American Archivist 74: Spring/Summer 2011, 211-240.
Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016, 64-103.

Week 5. Feb. 5
Decolonizing and Indigenizing LIS 
Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples (Zed Books, 2012), different editions have different page numbers: Chapter 6: The Indigenous People’s Project; Chapter 7: Articulating an Indigenous People’s Research Agenda; Chapter 8: Twenty-five Indigenous Projects; Chapter 9: Responding to Imperatives of an Indigenous Agenda.

Eve Tuck, K. Wayne Yang, “Decolonization Is Not a Metaphor,” Decolonization 1:1 (2012), http://www.decolonization.org/index.php/des/article/view/18630. 

Marisa Duarte and Miranda Belarde-Lewis, “Imagining: Creating Spaces for Indigenous Ontologies,” Cataloging and Classification Quarterly 53 (2015): 677-702.
Sandra Littletree and Cheryl A. Metoyer, “Knowledge Organization from an Indigenous Perspective: The Mashantucket Pequot Thesaurus of American Indian Terminology Project,” Cataloging and Classification Quarterly 53 (2015): 640-657.

Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016, 107-154.
Week 6. Feb. 12
Critical Race Theory, Intersectionality and Diversity Debates in LIS

Derrick A Bell, The Derrick Bell Reader (New York: NYU Press, 2005): 73-90.
Kimberle Crenshaw, “Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and Antiracist Politics,” The University of Chicago Legal Forum 140 (1989): 139-167.
Anthony Dunbar, “Introducing Critical Race Theory to Archival Discourse: Getting the Conversation Started,” Archival Science 6 (2006): 109-29.

Sofia Leung and Jorge Lopez-McKnight, “Conclusion: AfterWor(l)ding Toward Imaginative Dimensions,” in Knowledge Justice: Disrupting Library and Information Studies through Critical Race Theory (Cambridge: MIT, 2021): 317-334. 

Optional for those interested in debates about equity and the MLIS degree requirement for library jobs:

David James Hudson, Baharak Yousefi, Ebony Magnus, and Yoonhee Lee, “Considering the MLIS,” https://www.davidjameshudson.ca/considering-the-mls/. 
Week 7. Feb. 19
NO CLASS, President’s Day

Final Paper Proposal Due to instructor by 8:30am. 

Week 8: Feb 26: 

Agency, Silences and Voice
Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (Boston: Beacon Press, 1995), 1-69. Available here: http://www.metodos.work/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Michel-Rolph-Trouillot-Silencing-the-Past_-Power-and-the-Production-of-History-20th-Anniversary.pdf
Audre Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House,” in Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches by Audre Lorde (Berkeley, CA: Crossing Press, 1984), 110-113.
Saidiya Hartman, “Venus in Two Acts,” small axe 26 (June 2008): 1-14. 
Verne Harris, “The Archival Sliver: Power, Memory, and Archives in South Africa,”  Archival Science 2:1-2 (2002): 63-86.  

Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016, 173-199.

Week 9: March 4
Abolitionist Libraries and Archives

Mariame Kaba, We Do This Till We Free Us: Abolitionist Organizing and Transformative Justice (Chicago, IL: Haymarket Books, 2021): 1-67, 176-186.
Anna Robinson-Sweet, “The Abolitionist Archive: A Jailbreak of the Imagination,” unpublished draft on BruinLearn.
Jarrett Drake, “Blood at the Root,” Journal of Contemporary Archival Studies 8, no. 1 (April 16, 2021), https://elischolar.library.yale.edu/jcas/vol8/iss1/6.

Jeanie Austin, “Restorative Justice as a Tool to Address the Role of Policing and Incarceration in the Lives of Youth in the United States,” Journal of Librarianship and Information Science 52: 1 (March 2020): 106-120.
Jeanie Austin, “Information Access within Carceral Institutions,” Feminist Media Studies 20: 8 (2020): 1293-1297. 
Optional Online Resources FYI:
· Abolitionist Library Association: https://modest-colden-86b261.netlify.app/
· One Million Experiments: https://millionexperiments.com/
· Expanding Information Access for Incarcerated People, SFPL: https://sfpl.org/services/jail-and-reentry-services/expanding-information-access-incarcerated-people-initiative
Week 10: March 11
Queer Theory, Transgender Trajectories 

Possible Guest Speaker: Emily Drabinski

Dean Spade, “Administrating Gender,” Normal Life (New York: South End Press, 2011), as excerpted in Feminist and Queer Information Studies Reader (Los Angeles: Litwin, 2013), 324-350. 

Katherine Watson, “Queer Theory,” Group Analysis 38:1 (2005): 67-81. 
Hope Olson, “Patriarchal Structures of Subject Access and Subversive Techniques for Change,” 

The Canadian Journal of Information and Library Science 26:2/3 (2001): 1-29.

Emily Drabinski, “Queering the Catalog: Queer Theory and the Politics of Correction,” Library Quarterly 83 (12) (2013): 94-111.

Correspondence from Sanford Berman to Library of Congress, available on Bruin Learn. 

Libraries for the People: https://www.librariesforthepeople.org/
Wayne Booth et al. The Craft of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016, 200-247.

FINAL PAPERS DUE by 12:00 PM PST March 18 via Bruin Learn.
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